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He seems to have regarded the merchants and
bankers of State Street very much as a feudal
baron regarded his peasantry. It was their privi-
lege and duty to support him, and he repaid them
with an occasional magnificent compliment. The
result was that he lived in debt and died insolvent,
and this was not the position which such a man as
Daniel Webster should have occupied.

He showed the same indifference to the source
of supplies of money in other ways. He took a
fee from Wheelock, and then deserted him. He
came down to Salem to prosecute a murderer, and
the opposing counsel objected that he was brought
there to hurry the jury beyond the law and the
evidence, and it was even murmured audibly in
the court-room that he had a fee from the rela-
tives of the murdered man in his pocket. A fee
of that sort he certainly received either then or
afterwards. Every ugly public attack that was
made upon him related to money, and it is pain-
ful that the biographer of such a man as "Webster
should be compelled to give many pages to show
that his hero was not in the pay of manufactur-
ers, and did not receive a bribe in carrying out the
provisions of the treaty of Guadaloupe-Hidalgo.
The refutation may be perfectly successful, but
there ought to have been no need of it. The rep-
utation of a man like Mr. Webster in money mat-
ters should have been so far above suspicion that
no one would have dreamed of attacking it. Debts